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ABSTRACT
Summary of Slow Food Scotland Trustee report and
Financial statement for 2015/16.
The membership has grown by 30% and three new local
groups (convivial) established. Significant activity carried
out across four project areas.
The accounts show a deficit for the year covered by
reserves, with a smaller projected deficit for the
following year, also be covered by the existing reserves.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
FOR YEAR ENDING
31/07/16
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OSCR Submission for Year ending 31st July 2016
The following notes the composition of the SFS Board and the dates of adoption and resignation
• John Cooke – Founding Trustee, appointed 1st August 2015, resigned 11th December 2016
• Pam Rodway – Founding Trustee, appointed 1st August 2015, resigned 11th December 2016
• Andrew Mardsen – Founding Trustee, appointed 1st August 2015
• Donald Reid – Elected Trustee 1st November 2015, elected Chairman 13th January 2016
• Walter Mowat – Elected Trustee 1st Nov 2015, elected Secretary/Treasurer 13th January 2016
• Amy Rankine – Elected Trustee 1st November 2015
• Denise Walton – Elected Trustee 1st November 2015
• Gillian Rodger – Elected Trustee 1st November 2015
Slow Food Scotland’s formal business address is
• 19 Mansionhouse Road, Edinburgh EH9 1TZ
Slow Food Scotland Bank details
• Banking is currently carried out on our behalf by Slow Food in the UK
• An application is in progress to the Co-operative Bank for an account for Slow Food Scotland
Slow Food Scotland solicitor
• There is no solicitor for Slow Food Scotland
The Slow Food Scotland independent examiner for the year ending 31st July 2016
• James Cook, 25 Lauder Road, Edinburgh EH9 2JG
Slow Food Scotland is a registered charity

•

SC045764

Charity Name

•

Slow Food Scotland (also known as Slow Food Alba)
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Trustees Annual Report
Structure, Governance and Management
Constitution
The Charity is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (a SCIO). It was registered in its current
legal form on 31st July 2015. Slow Food Scotland (SFS) was created when Slow Food in the UK (SFUK)
devolved most of its activities to the individual UK countries. Slow Food in the UK continues as a
coordination point and a reporting channel for the Global Slow Food movement. It also provides
services, primarily administration of the membership, for each of the countries. SFS currently uses the
SFUK bank account for Slow Food Scotland transactions, and provides a regular report for the treasurer
of the transactions. The balance on account for Slow Food Scotland will be transferred when Slow Food
Scotland has its own bank account. It has a single tier structure and as such the trustees are the
members of the charity.
Appointment of trustees
The trustees have either been appointed at incorporation (three) or elected at a general meeting.
Trustees can be co-opted for specific services. The board meets quarterly. There is a SFS Working Group
(SFSWG) which meets every 4 to 6 weeks to report on activities, and reports quarterly to the board.

Election as a trustee is open to any member of Slow Food resident in Scotland or assigned to one of the
local Slow Food groups (known as convivia). Trustees are elected at an AGM meeting held during the
last calendar quarter of the year. There must be a maximum of 12 trustees of whom no more than 8 can
be elected from the membership and no more than 4 can be coopted from outside the membership.

Objectives and Activities
Charitable purposes
SFS promotes the Slow Food agenda at a country level and also coordinates the activities of the SFS local
convivia, which are independent. The formal designated charitable purposes are as follows:
a) The advancement of education through the co-ordination of Scotland-wide food-related
educational activities, support to local food networks and providing links with other
communities around the world.
b) The advancement of environmental protection or improvement through seeking to safeguard
sustainability and biodiversity across the whole food system
c) The advancement of heritage and culture through preserving and protecting endangered
food and linked food traditions and activities
Activities
The charity engages with organizations, government bodies and local Slow Food convivia to promote the
Slow Food principles aligned to the charitable objectives as follows:
a) Advancement of education – running events to provide awareness of Slow Food across all
aspects of society from school children to lobbying government. The Taste Adventure project
is aimed at children, encouraging them to explore food through their senses.
b) The advancement of the arts, heritage, culture and science – establishing awareness of
products, breeds and techniques that are at risk of being lost through modern commercial
practices, again across a wide range of people, restaurants and chefs and other
organisations. Two projects, Ark of Taste and Chef Alliance highlight potentially disappearing
products and draw them to the attention of chefs and restaurants.
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c) The advancement of environmental protection or improvement – running projects to
highlight how traditional techniques are more environmentally friendly. Ark of Taste
illustrates the value of traditional products and techniques
Achievements and Performance
During the year the overall Scottish membership rose from 186 to 242. The number of local convivia
rose from 2 to 5.
Below are some of the activities aligned to the charitable objectives
a) The advancement of education.
• SFS ran Taste Adventure at
o Let’s Eat Scotland, Glasgow over two days with around 60 children participating
o Edinburgh Food Festival over 5 days attended by over 75 people
• July 2015: Slow Food Youth Network Scotland (SFYNS) was launched to focus awareness
of Slow Food in the youth age group using an array of events, film nights, workshops and
talks centered round the theme “What The Food” and ran pop-ups at “Freshers” Fairs
b) The advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science.
• SFS attended several events, e.g. “Feed the world”, “Taste of Tourism”, etc and organized
Scottish participation at Terra Madre in Turin.
• December 2015: Terra Madre Day display of Ark of Taste products at Scots Café (Contini).
• The Scottish Chef Alliance was relaunched for Scotland by SF, providing useful publicity.
• SFS ran a stall at the Edinburgh Food Festival (over 5 days), presenting on a different
aspect of Scotland's Larder (grains, vegetable and fruit, fish, meat and dairy) each day and
focusing specifically on ten Ark of Taste products in conjunction with Scottish suppliers.
• SFYNS hosted 35 delegates from the Youth Food Academy in The Netherlands, in a 3 day
event eating local food, discussing food issues and meeting local chefs and producers.
c) The advancement of environmental protection or improvement.
• SFS’s Ark of Taste project was started and products boarded during the year – starting
with juniper, which was launched at the AGM. A commission to monitor candidates
established and workshops run to educate volunteers in preparing candidates for the Ark.
SFS working group meet Scottish government to present Ark of Taste. In July contributed
to Rare Breeds/Ark of Taste conference at Highgrove attended by HRH Prince Charles.
• SFS made a significant contribution to the Scottish Food Coalition document.
• SFYNS hosted a workshop for the Climate 2050 group exploring food systems and their
effect on climate.
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Slow Food Accounts for the year to 2016
Over the past year or so, there have been some significant changes to the funding that comes from Slow
Food in the UK, which manages the membership, supporters scheme and donations on behalf of the UK
countries and convivia. It distributes revenue after deducting expenses.
The changes impacting revenue include an SFUK HMRC tax demand from previous years that was not
known about and a reduction in donations from major food companies largely due to the economic
downturn, thus a significant reduction in yearly revenue.
Against this, there has been a rise in the membership in the UK and in Scotland, but the effect has been
very much smaller that the reductions above.

Receipts and Payments Accounts

•
•
•
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As this is the first year of operation for Slow Food Scotland, there is no comparison with
the previous financial year.
The staff costs were the grant that Josiah Lockwood obtained for the work carried out in
setting up SFS, writing the initial business plan and starting the Ark of Taste project. This
was a restricted fund, which had to be spent for the purpose for which it was granted.
Donations were provided for specific local events which reduced some of the event costs.
However events like media/publicity launches had to be funded by SFS. These will be
reduced next year. With the exception of the Chef Alliance press launch, all further
events will be self-funded.
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